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Pagsﬂncg] the Foxxez Den. Yerrusﬂna“ﬂyem

written in Sundance with 6" gmafers,
January 29, 1998

u Yu I kall, ]'IOI'S and 1'10 eless.
@ Yo T kall "

How mennee tiemz

Hav I stoud here befor, week and afraed?
Yu, Yu hu hav bin kwik tu anser,

Hu hav sed nutlling, and yet

The fors ov Yur Prezzens

Haz blone me akross oeshenz,

Haz exxield me frum my beluvved sittee,

Haz sent me seeking Wltll my famlee

Al’ld al] my l)rol(en thingz an(l saekrecl bouks.

Yu I kall aggen.

Now pray, I hav vencherd tu rekwest aggen,
Hu am but erth and aslxez.

Dare 1 sPeek, the feer ov choking?

Dare I ask for mor than I hav?

How kan I kno

That I am werthee tu stand in this Plase,
Yur Plase, tu heer Yur wer(lz,

And pass them on?

s [ o

New Foundations

t is tolcl tllat once an unschoole(l man lauilt a beautiful sukkah of
gnarle(l driftwood. It had a Peaked roof of eucalyptus, and hoﬂy
thick with red berries. Its shaPe was a spacious hexagon and cut

ﬂowers 1’1311311’18’ everywllere made it seem to sParkle Unfortunately it fa1led to
meet some of the Halakha of a proper sukkah and tlle man was m]l(ll

rel)uked I)Y a ral)ln. That same ral)l)l also 1)u11t a sukka}l. It was dral), l)ut in
every detail he attended to the traditional requirements.
Both men ate in their sukkahs greatly satisfied that they had attended

1. Detailed body of legal rulings that shaped Rabbinic Judaism, and Orthodoxy to this day.
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to the commandments and Privilege of l)uilcling a sukkah to the best of their
al)ility. The unschooled man was not much concerned l)y the rabbi’s rel)uke,
and the rabbi was not much concerned lay his sukkah’s unsightliness. Can we
not rightly ask: is the rabbi sitting in his sukkah any closer to God than the
unschooled man in his sukkah? Where are the nearer surfaces of the Divine
Dimension as tlley inter-penetrate our 1ight~fiel(ls?

But events take unexPectecl turns. Early in the festival a lligll wind
rose up and blew all niglit In the morning the rabbi’s sukkah Iay in a heaP.
‘While Halakha points toward an i(]eal, it, too, 1s incomplete.

Now consider these more disturl)ing faces. The pagans of EuroPe
burned down nearl}r every Jewish house of prayer in their lands. The most
devoted and observant Jews were shot in the squares or murdered in camps.
Very few foresaw tlle coming Slloall, that tlley might escape.

But those that threw off the mantle of Ortl’lOClOXY and chose instead
Zion, tlley in 1arge numbers escaped. Most went to Palestine, and instead of
l)ending their knees and l)owing their heads in prayer, the}r bent their knees in
the fields and bowed their heads at the anvil. Tlley revived the Hebrew
language and rebuilt the land of Ya'akoev/ Yisroyel. Is this an anomaly?

‘With the destruction of the second TemPIe animal sacrifice came to an
end. Its Performance had long since ceased to serve as a means of
T'slluvah/ atonement/ remembrance. But the Priesthood refused to
acknowleclge its end until the Place of sacrifice was torn to the Srouncl.

In our own time, in 1iving memory, we have seen the destruction of the
Teml)le of EuroPe. In that TemPIe Halakha had ceased to serve its purpose.
A's with animal sacrifice, the People had grown l)eyond the Halakhic behavior
doctrine. And worse, turned to Halakhic minutia, they did not take
cognizance of the danger l)oiling up around them. But the Priesthood will
still not acknowle(lge.

Oh God, You pass among us like a shadow. We catch a glimPse and
caH that Place holy. We cling to the Places and call them Torah; we cal]
them Mishnah and Gemara. But how can we hold a moving shadow?
‘Wherever we look, if we look rightly, there we see You. For every
interpretation, a hundred, a thousand have sliPPed through our hands.

Oh God, our holy Places are l)urned to the Sroun(l, ancl we must
rebuild yet again. Rabbi Yehoshua would ring his hands and cry out “Alas!

‘We cannot live without Halakha!” But Rabban ben Z akkiy will comfort
them: “My sages, we must tal{e a stiﬂ higher way.. .”

s [ o
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IP(O)]I‘ Sa[Fﬂj]iy@M»[he

Soelstis, 5758, Reb Ovvee Hillel tellz sum hiz
fo[[owerz he iz [eving for Yavneh, now knowen
az Newt Senter.

(lreemcl R,el)l)ee Yosee l{ame tu me.
He se(l 1’16 WOl,l(l leed me thru a darl{ forres.

OI‘ I dreemd I kame tu Rel)l)ee Yosee,
An(] lle sed I SllOUd fO]lO 111111 thru a darl{ forres.

Or I dreemd Rebbee Yosee wuz entering a dark forres,
And I wunderd if I shoud follo him.

In my dreem, in my aw, befor a dark forres,

R,el)l)ee Yosee iz Past ancl 1 am enter.

All my knowen iz laut a tlxeree ov this werl,

Its superpozen fazez, its eml)edclen perpos.

This dark forres, this now I am in,
W are iz my Rebbee? Wut muzzel iz he heer?

= L o

A IL]'l[he IEml[[ce]rZ my H@]P[l

ﬂ mmung silent l)entchen, I rekownt tu Ral)l)iy Arya:

“T wuz wokking allone in a lancl, vast and full ov bewtee.
“My wife and chieldz wer waeting for my retern this hevven.
“In my dessenden, a man aPProech. He raez hiz hand
“And fiyer a gun.
“A bullet taerz thru my hart and owt my bak.
“I faﬂ, knoing I am ded. I koud feel my Sol
“Taring owt ov my boddee with ethereyel aengwisll.

In the taring ov eech hart
God haz laen a Torra.

“I am a (lessenden ferther frum llevven

“And aggen Iam seeing the man. 1 l)egin tu flee.

% TN AT N T TR N T TR N ST TR R T TR R T TR N T TR N T TR T TR RS T TR R T TR ST T TR S TR %
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“He sllute a l)u]let tllru my l)ak. It taer thru my llart
“An(l owt my chest. I kan not eskaPe deth!

“The Sol taring owt ov my l)oclclee, an(] ethereyel aengwisll. 7

In eech taring ov the hart
God iz [aening Torra.

R,al)l)iy Yosef sed tu faro,

“Yur tuu dreemz ar wun an tlxe same.
“It meenz it iz shorlee akkomplish. 7

I sed, “T]'le Ferst an(], Sekkend TemPel ar ruwen.

“TWise owwer SOl iZ tare ffum m boddee.
Y
And in twane my Sol iz mrefrum owwer

boddee.
“The man aPProecht yet aggen. He shot.

“Ancl now tlle Tempel ov EwroPe iz tor tu tlle grownd. 7

Sez Rabbiy Arya:

“Du not weep, my sun.

“This haz shone that yur Sol will not (ly.

“And neether will the Preeesthoud Parish frum the erth.

“God will not abbanden us.

“ Even now the bended shuets ar Pushing thru the moissen soyel.
“The nashenz will rel)eﬂ; thay will kik in feer; tllay will l)ray.
“But tlxay will take the sa(ldel, and God will ride in owwer mist.”

= L o

125 - nd so I will rekownt how the Sol iz torn frum my boddee thrise,
‘g In theze, the dayz fol]owing t}le ruwen ov tlle TemPel ov EwroPe.

But, du we l)egin with events ov l)od(leez,
Or (]u I Push bak the kertenz

So minuetlee foelden, so interkut weven, ¥

* Utherz say “waven”
An(l louk at t}le A(l(lom Patternz
And Hem iz kreyaten Addom?

s [ o
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Meshal ov the ]K@Ir*lrup{k @rejj]eml

Shabbut Behalotekha

Ree:fing in Bemysﬁeet Rabbah, 1.V:1:P
wum Neusner's Confronting Creation.

For Reb Duvveed Stern

@ eb Huna sez:
J:\ “If a keeng ov flesh and blud bildz a Paﬂas

“In a Plase oV sewwij and dekay

“W oud not hiz kritteks gather and say,
““Wut kiend ov Pallas iz this,
““Bilt frum filth, offen(ling sens?’

“Du thay mok tlle Pal]as,

“Or, du thay al)l)uze the keeng?”
Tho he hiyer teeming arketteks
And serch the naeshenz for kworree
Such a bilder iz but a lowlee vassel

150 And not a keeng at all.

A tru keeng goez owt in himself
Tu fiend a siting with vista.
Thus he make knowen hiz awthorettee hiz wize.

‘Wt iz this meshal2 like?
Reb Huna haz stuml)elz aggenst a siyens.
Rather than oPening a Bouk,
It klozez wun, like thoze hu lak vizhen
And say owwer Seel iz not Divvine,
Tllat we ar meerlee entrael and sPittelz;
‘We ar form arrownd a hart ov sin.
Du thay dennegrate the Paﬂas
Or ar thay a rejekten hem Keeng?

Rather! The Paﬂas iz bilt on holee grownd,
Overlouking seez ov krash en foelden kayos,
At the base ov mownten stark and vaken.
Bewtafful, aterna, a fitting home
For the Tora that iz laen within us.

2. Meshal: a Rabbinic parable with a classic form and variants. See Parables in Midrash by David Stern
for a fuller definition and analysis.
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Sing, sing! o Tora that we may heer.
Sing, that we may be liften in Song.

“ sy You shine a new [igﬁt on Tseyone
And may we speedily merit its light.”
[From blessings before Shakhreet Sh'mal

s B
Tu Pull Bak a Holee Kerten
/‘7 his iz a dreemen, and wen the awwake
O

I will be a vessel rePaerd.

1, the werl, will hav kros the l)rij
Between this Moment that kannot lift my Soel
And my Soel that kannot grasp this Moment.

A step at a time.

A step at a time.

That Plase that Messejjerz kall “End ov Dayz,”
Tu me seemd the end ov life.

I will wake frum this dreemen

This imPossil)l)el Deth Song,
Hummd in the vallee ov the shaddo ov Life,

Frum morning a breez she iz mermeren Ku(l(lisll,

Tu the Kuddish a mokkingl)erd reternen at dusk.

Here in this dellakkat wume
Ho]loe(l owt frum tlle soft kervz

O lite that iz sllaPe owwer owter spasez
And owwer inner Moment ov Divvine Being.
Here we ar kum

Wltll dreem Poring frum a l)raken Vessel.

And far ahed, down the kerven wayz
I see the sun ov my rel)l)ee,
Reb Yosee. Hiz Fother shienz in hiz iy.
And 1 weep tu be this dreemen.
1 hu am trying the unertha mass graevz,

%ﬁ; TN AT N T TR N T TR N ST TR R T TR R T TR N T TR N T TR T TR RS T TR R T TR ST T TR S TR %
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Muilk sowwerz in the lite ov (lay ~
In the mist ov gaggen this bitter kuP ~
Reb Ovvee Hillel passez l)y.
Ware iz my tullit I kast on the Srownd?
All T hav iz my Bouk ov Noets.
I tuch him with it and T kiss it.
“Fxxalt God and worsllip. .7 I heer hiz sing.

I am this dreemen.
Such gou(lness aPProechez.

And all T kan du iz moen,
Tossing and terning, this sleeP ov Ajez.

= L o

Thare 1z a Perp@s

n my oen Prellistoree I stoud l)efor Tzeyone,
The Hi Place owwer Gocl, and 1 secl,
“God iz befor me and I am awware.
“Wut need I for a llullekha?)?”
Then God sent me on a travvael

Tu an ilan(l far awway,

Tu an iland ov Iite, tu a Rebbee.
And me, 1 simPel thot, “T will go travvel.
“That iland haz bewtee. I will see it.”

Aggenst my habbet I went tu this Rel)l)ee,

And evree week I sat in hiz Hows.
And he nevver secl, “Yu must say this Praer.,
An(l he nevver secl, “Yu must not eet this. ”
And he nevver se(l, “Yu must make a distinkten.”

And he nevver sed, “Wut iz this Profane riting?”

»

And I, I l)egan tu say the praer.
And this l)egan tu reveel the distinkten.
And my tabel bekame a rememberring.

3. See footnote 1 above for a brief definition of “Halakha”
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And my powem iz a weePing retern.

An(l all tllose agez wen I Prowdlee klaemd
“God iz befor me. I need no richuwel.”

Thay seem like ajez ov darkness.

Now, hu sez tlxe l)liend kannot l)e restoren?

= L o

And a ]D)cece]p)eml Perp@s

Q o now my iyz ar OPen? Like a dreem
e I flownder a gleen a glimps ov the Werl
Thru narro slits. And wut du I see?

A speret rizing frum the soyel,

Shaking off the dens karben roebz?

Aenjelz assen(ling and dessending

Thru the layer(l fabrek ov hewman nerv?

P oPPulatenz lal)ering tu Perfekt tlle loomz;

Tu weev the kloth ov morrel kulcher?

No! No. I am not so werthee.

Inste(] I seea gothel{ kathee(lrel

With soring towwerz and gorjes werk ov stone.
Its staerz a sPirel so e]laggent.
Its kortyardz shimmer aflutter with ﬂowwerz,
And evree manner ov delietful tree.

I struggel fervent tu open my iyz,

Tu see this katheedrel in all its gloree.

But tlxe mor | undreem, the mor I see:

Its wa]lz ar a kruml)el, a ruwen at my feet.
No’ Let not tlle waken reveel this true.

The towwerz ar lit with an inner glo.
No! Owt ov thaer Portelz unferrel ﬂaemz.
The gar(lenz, so haPPee with clansing kuller,

Gro frum pits ov merderd PePelz.
The treez bare frute, boeth bitter and wikked.
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This my iyz ar werthee tu see.
011' A]l the arts an(l kulcher ov EwroPe

Befor my iyz, thaer korruPten reveeld.

...Shall the horn be blown in a city,
And the ﬁeqpk not tremble?...

s L o

Hows ov Praer. Bar Mitsva

Shabbut Shmoet, 5758
Theze ar the Naemz...

ith tullit over hem hed
&é\/@ Like a feerful messajer

Frum annuther werl,

A faseless reePer l{um tu my feelcl. .

Teerz bler my iyz.
P raerz choke my tung.
Ammung a minyen ov such reeperz

In gatherd and l)own(l up, I am safe.

Rebbee Ovvee Hiﬂel, Reb Arya V4 ev,

Reb Hillel the singer, Reb Barruekh Ha-Lavee,

Reb Pinkhus the Keyevver, Reb Shlomo in Hevven;

Naemz that roel and naemz that jar,

Naemz broken and stutterd l)y the tung.

Reb Mawlkha U(leet, Reb Reesha frum Vorsaw,

Reb Khunna Laya , Reb Khuvva Rukhamma, Reb Nayomee F rade],

Sum ov my Rebbounim, harvesten a feeld,
Eech ov hem karrying a Seel ov the Lor
WeePingz Porcl thru thaer komplex vizhenz;
Thaer seeringz ar a maze werk,
A silver gol)let oV sorroez,
A fillagree kuP that kannot be tuc]lt,
‘Withowt its teerz be a sPiHing.

The Rebbounim wok a yung l)oy tu Torra.
Tllay leed him up tu the kerten.

%ﬁ; TN AT N T TR N T TR N ST TR R T TR R T TR N T TR N T TR T TR RS T TR R T TR ST T TR S TR %
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Thay Push it asside.
He ternz ancl thay 1ay a shawl on hiz shoelder.

WeePing, weePing, a chield led tu the Vortes;
Treml)ling, he louks owt intu the Werl.

300 Reb Ovvee Hillel weeping tu see
The dellakkut vase shorlee be braken.
Reb Hillel with raPPed breths hoeldz bak teerz,
Lissenz intentlee; will the lad hav a Vois?
Reb Arya Z ev, hiz liPs a treml)el;
The rinkelz at hiz iyz glissen a silver;
Seez the ten kandelz ﬂikker, saffiyer lite,
Az the wind owtside howlz on the dor
And the Mitsva l)oyz fase groez Pale.
Reb Mawlkha Udeet sternlee staerz,
Tu the infinnit spasez behiend the iyz
W are hiyer jeyommetreez kallide and merj,

Jenneraten ov lite interferen in hiz Sol.

Shabbut Viyaera, 5758
Wt shoots ar theze, an(l wut wi]l l)e harvest,

This chield Planten in my feeld?
Amid frost and hael, sPring~time in the land.
Them hu Poec}lt on the land,
Now hiding ammung us, and thaer chieldz.
The sno not long melted, staen(l red,
Staend with blud that now darkenz owwer soyel;
In this we hav Planten, ‘ware sordz hav hewn,
Now the harro werks tu smooth the ferro,
Az the aenslxent harvesten straenz in the lal)er,

Ben(ling tu drive the Torra.

A2% And the l)oy must cllants Proffettel{ wer(lz. ..

g [ o
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P@mﬂ@rﬂngz oV IE”@][{S B@W@r a ]KﬁlWZ

Neh'eela ov Nuddav ben Reb Hillelz Bar Mitsva
Viyeekm, 5758: "Khorbonnoet"

marvel az rebounnim magnaffy Torra,

The naemberz in the letter, and the werlz in the naemz.

Rel) Hillel, the stu(len ov Rel)l)ee Shlomo,*

4 "May a Tsuddek memmer enliven forrevver
Puts a skoPe tu the Porshen Pekuday :
“Kan a man be termd gou(l, or a wouman riechus
“Bekawz t}lay ar weel in thaer vestmen?”
Yahoudda, a yung sun ov a teecher, interPelz,

“No, the Sol duz not tranzferm tu vestmen.”

R,el) Ovvee Hi]lel ferther magnaffyz;
“But wut if that persen iz the Hi P reest,
“Ancl tlle vestmen ar them orclaenen tu tlle Lor,
“Goeld and fiyerstoenz and fines fabreks
“Serven the Prezzens az owwer neer aPProech?”
Yahoud(la, werd kalken: “He must be ho]ee,
“For wy els woud he kum Hi Preest?”

The sunz ov Aren;
The Hi Preest az keen_q;
Kownter rfﬁormen in Torra and Tawlmed

Reb Ovvee Hillel touk the l)oyz handz
350 And loukt him in hiz 1yz and se(l,
“Yu ar gou(l. 7
Then tender he led the boy (leePer
Intu the Werl, az deePer intu Torra.

“In Hebrew ov werlz, the werd tord 'jakket'
“Ancl tlle wer(l tor(] 'cleseet' ar tu l)uPee shuets
« 5
F rum the same ruetsee tuets. Thay Valv a kuvver;
“A robe the rob the iyz the vizhen.
“And so the Werlz ar a jakket we ware

“That 1z maken a sePshen* tu owwer Seel.

4. Rabbinic name of the Torah portion, Shmote (Exodus) 38:21 to 40:38
5. The rebbee iz bebop playful with the boy.
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* Resejasﬁen, insgpsﬁen, cfesgpsﬁen, exseﬁsﬁen

But the l)oy Puﬂd awway frum Torra
Tu werk a Puzzel ov a chield purpes.

Then 1 askt,

“If we konform intu Law,

“Tt sayz, ‘Raen in its sezen,

“P ees tu owwer l)order, ’

“An(l al] owwer duing, l)askets ov frute.
“Iz not the Werl Prufe ov owwer Lor?
“So the jakket tu reveel the essens;
“How iz it then a deseet?”

Reb Ovvee Hillel in hiz Paeshents, still winst:

“W arevver we ar, howwevver remoovd
“F rum the Moment that iz tru, stiﬂ we must try

“Tu rel)ild the TemPel ancl 1ern the Law. 7

And I thot with regret,
“T am sPoke a Divvine kawzallittee
“But he iz not understoud.”

A_ll the day I wonder tlle streets.
1 louk at theze skyz, tlxe klowcl thik layerren.

I jingel the keez in my Pokket. I mumbel.
I forget tu loul{ az I kross straets.
My sun gral)z my arm, “Dad, a kar!l”

A.ll, l)ut my Rel)l)ee @ understoud.

Beneeth the skyz and thru theze deseets

The Divvine kawz iz a braken weel.

No matter how Perfekt owwer holee vestmenz.
‘We kannot trade mitsva for Divvine Protekt;
‘We kannot l)argen kiendness for shoratee a justis.

The Pereyod ov ellemenz deflekt Hem Lite;
The silkee fabrek ov thot tranzfraks it
An(l the effeks a skatter ancl pass an(l fewcher.
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‘Wen we ar fulfill the Momen ov the Lor,

The TemPel wuns aggen rizen in owwer mist,

An(] the PePelz wi]l laring up tlxaer vareyus frute,
Then the lenz will fokus and the iy will see

An(l tlle jakket ov A(l(lom* wi]l l)e a reveel.

* Sum say “lievz.”
But until, the iy and the I will interfeer.

The lite on far hillz will flikker the nite,
An(l the Werl wi]l ware owwer deseets.

And the l)oy still werks hiz serkuler Puzzel.
An(l my sun gral)s my arm, annuther tiem.

And the liets down the way still flikker.

s [ o

Arﬂzﬂng [rum H@ﬂesseez

There is a lesson which is necessary due to the
"goof," the physical side of Addom-Eve.
Prepare yourseﬁf to stm{y Torah, for it does
not come to you as an inheritance. (The
im_pfication of an inheritance is that you get it
without the need to expend any effort

yourself.)

Ch. 2, Mishna 19, Pt. 4
"In the woond ov eech hart G-d haz laen a
Torra. In the helesseez ov owwer sellz it
reziedz."

The Ferst Revvellaten

t iz such a dark forres.

I try a kreyaten the appeeren ov strenth
But still my hart I am a trembel.
1 stoP tusiton a rok l)y a tree

An(l OPeI’l my M_isllna,

And my Rebbee, Reb Yosee, sPeeks tu mel
Iz this a Vizhen in this Aje ov Sinniks?
“I hav bin with yu sins arrownd the las kurv,

“O treml)ler, o tokking speren ov God.”
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“Oh Rebbee, I see a vortext in my vort,
“Drawing me owt ov yur narro straets
“And intu a swerling oeshen.

“Sez. Torra iz laen in owwer helesseez,

“Sez. Not inharet frum the paren tu the chield.”

Then Rebbee Yosee askt frum me,
“My sun, wut ar yur feerz tu me?

“Wut ov the woolf an(l wut ov tlle theef

“An(l wut ov the trooPs hu may not (lwesten?”

“Rel)l)ee, my feerz ar smaﬂ wen yu teech.

“Yur toenz and yur oen o]ae(leyen troePs

“Will ster me frum this Vort ov Ajez. 7

Then Rel)l)ee Yosee askt,

“HOW mennee Paren dUZ a Chleld hav?”

“Oy yoi yoi,” 1 sed, “Ov kors!”
“Three paren in the helix ar wienden.
“The tuu that kall forth the boddee
“And the Therd that iz laen in Torra.”

T}len he ask wun mor (lwest az he WOI(S awway,

“Wen iz the Knowen arizen?”

And wen 1 oPend my iyz and loukt arrownd,
The werl still l)lerree,

I sat on this Rok

SuPPort l)y this Tree,
And I ask myself blerree,

“"W are iz the knoen horrizen'”?

= L o

Aemlj]@ﬂ oV G@«ﬂ: He]r@ ov Y]’lsr@y@ﬂ

Shabbut Naso, 5758
HafTorm ov Shimshone
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odz aenjel aPPeer(l tu the wouman and sed, “Observ, yu liv in a baren
C\| Plase and ar baren no chieldz. But yu will be oPen(l and the sun
emerjen. Thaerfor, be kaerful. Du not (lekay yur Soel with dreenk nor
yur boddee with unkleen food. For yur wume iz l)eing devoted tu God and
yur chield will ferther delivver Yisroyel frum theze paganz. Still yung, he will

be a hero.
—_ Jujjez, 13:2-5

An(l in a dreem tllis wouman se(l tu me,
“I hav seen a man ov God.
“He sPoke tu me,
“Ferther down in yur Soel
“W are yu hav not yet lern tu lissen.
“And wen I askt him tu take me tu God
“He anser(l, "It iz tuu far
“'And yu kannot liv that long,
“'Gowing and reterning. But if yu l)egin,

“Yur jenneratenz will be kloser.'”

The wouman wePt, so grate wuz her longing

475 An(l she sed, “1I wi]l kreyate a (lreem
“And that dreem will rize like a fiyer
“With mennee hewz and shaddoez,
“And enter the werl the boddeez.
“Thare it will take the sllaPe ov a Rebbee

“He az awal(en mennee harts,

“Sterring up yernz that lay baren and forgot.
“And Seelz will l)egin tu Puraffy,

“Tu start tu arrowz a Divvine Senter.

“An(l tlle Preesthoud Ylsroyel w111 rePare the hows,

FOI‘ tlns eml)reyo dreem imn my wume.

And then I awaken, and here I wuz,

In this werl and in this Plase
Ammung the nu Preesthoud ov Yisroyel.

And we see owwer rebbee rizing in a flame.

The lite iz so brite I louk awway.

Ancl wen I tern laak
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Here I am ammung tlle nu Preesthoud,

WeePing and treml)ling, l{laring the way
Az the flame that passt ammung us enlite
The dreer and shaddo ov owwer mist.

An(l here we ar, the P reesthoud renuwing
Trembling and weePing, making a knowen
Thru this TemPel in ruwenz

In the wake ov an aenjel.

500 How varee straenj.
I koud hav sworn he wuz a man!

Now, how kan I tell all my chieldz

In such a way

That thay will also l)egin tu kno aw?

s [ o

Naked Befor a Seer

After huvdulla, Shabbut Korach, 5758
Y fother tot me a kalkules.
ﬁ My muther shoed me intenshenz in praer.
In induest vizhenz 1 glimPst suttel Pulsen

Charjing the addom werl with life.
And my rel)l)ee touk my hand and led me

Thru the ruwenz ov the TemPel ov EWI‘OPC

An(l he gave me a tI'OWl, a levvel and a skware.

Befor I wuz reddee tu fiend my rebbee

Or lern frum my muther, or klare my vizhen,
An(l al] wayz seemd open an(l e(lwaﬂee tru,
I went tu tlle mowntenz sowtllwest ov Tal)l)et

And sot owt a Bueddist holee man.

He satin a larj rume full ov student.
A meel wuz Brot, oenlee for him,

An(l I thot:

“IZ he holee or oenlee self serven,
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“R,elijjen powwer tu keep hiz bellee full.”
y25 He touk the food, and loukt at me,
And thru it tu hiz students. He ate not a thing.

I wundered in shame:

“Did he see my koeld kalken?
“W uz he bernt l)y my sinneks?”

s [ o

A lark A laﬂjﬂjflng

Shabbut VaYeshev, 5760
Reecfing Buberz Origin and Meaning

of Hasidism
eb Yosee lafft at me last nite!

?\ He did a littel dans -- terning a werl ~
And az a l)lessing he bowz and laffs.

Me, I am SO weeree and SO SiCk ov myseﬂz,

Straening tu fill a praer with 11'fe,
Konsentrek tu fill a life with meenz,
Tu raez it frum dust and l)reeng it tu seeng.
This stone, kan it sPark?
This fiyer, will it die?
This praer, this dust and ash in my hand.

Reb Yosee iz (lansing and l{laPPing hiz hand.
Hiz fase iz a glo. Hiz sParks ar karroning.

He songz a seeng like a lark assenden:
“Dust and asllez ar not wut will bern.
“Dust and ashez kan nevver be born.
550 “At the ﬂaming fownten I wosh and bless.
“In the likwid fiyer am awash in bliss.”

Over ancl over lle rePeets hiz seengsong.
Over and over l)ut nevver the same.

Sumtiemz he seemz tu dissaPPeer,

But still T heer a lark a l)entching. *
* Yiddish for “saying E[essings. ”

Or sumtiemz just a ﬂikkering silens.
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R,el) Yosee; Rel) Yosee. .

I wuz tot but it tacks a long time tu lern...
Thare iz a streem ﬂowing thru me.
Now it iz wotter; now fiyer, it seemz.

It iz hidden in a forres ov (lens, narreld praerz.

1 du not kno the way, 1)ut I hav fown(l myse]lz thare.

Immers and the wotterz karree me waetless;
Absolbd and my nervz ar helesseez ov lite.
Wen I open my mowth, a lark seenging salmz. ..

Last nite in a dens and tangel forres

I hercl Rel) YOSCC laffmg the way.

s [ o

A Berd at Reb Ternerz Windo

stumbel thru this narrel forres
WeeP and los, entangel ov addom.
‘Wauns I stoud uppon a hi hill
Louking over theze shaddowee vaelz.
The russe]ling leevz mone thaer lammentaten.

Tl’le l)rouks Proffessy, a gergel in my eer.

I karee my noetbouk like a reffugee hiz bundel.

AmlI wokking a serkelz? This forres! Theze voisez!

Till a lite braeks thru a l)ranchen, diffracten,

An illumen border in the vannetteez and vienz.

A ragge(l l)egger noks on a dor.
Branchez treml)el, neer hiden, I woch.
APPeerz, disaPPeerz, branch-born, a shivver,

The dor openz, a suffuzen in lite.

“Kum in, my fren; I hav bin waeting.
“Yu karee a messij within yur kloek.
“If yu giv it tu me, I tuu kan delivver.
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« . )76
Let me serv a morsel, then l{omPare niggunnem.

Like a berd on a branch, I lissen at the sill:
“The messij I karee, hav yu alreddee herd?
“A hundred, a thowzen ar breenging it heer.
“Like a berd on a branch in a flok ov I)er(lz,
“Yu heer the mellodee that we ar all seeng.
“Iz it chans or perpos if yu heer it frum me?
“Iz it chans or perpos that a flock fillz a tree?
“Perpos or chans that it rushez awway?
“Now yu ar ammung annuther tllowzen,

“Yu, allone; reheers it in yur sellz.

“But wut ov the messij?” my hungry Seel kryz.
600 “Ah,wut ov the messij?
“The messij, the messij... 7
The berdz in thaer kwiyerz sang and rePeeted,
Seeng and repeeten ontu the wind.
And the wind up and kareez intu the forres:
“Wat iz the... hu iz the...

“Ware iz the, o tu the...

“The musjeecl ) the messij, the muggi(l?!nS
And a distent kwiyer it ferther iz taken.
“Hu iz the muggid? Yu ar the musjeed.
“W arevver yu go, yu karee it thare.
“Wut yu theenk, an(l wut yu feel

“Iz skriebd on the Seel, an endoring Torra.
“Yu, all ov yu, ar enfoeld tu it.”

Like blowing leevz Yur voisez russel.
Like a gergelling brouk Yu seeng.
And I hu wonderz the forres, morning,

In this morning I vois yur versez, tuu.

= L o

6. Local or personal melodies to which prayers are chanted.
7. ‘mosque’ in Arabic
8. ‘holy person’ in Hebrew
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]K]imﬂ@r, Pr@par@ Yumceﬂz

A speret tranzmitten fmm Rabban
Kallonnimmus Kalmon down thru Reb
Shlomo Karleebakh

e hav lernd:
&é\/@ Thare wuz wuns a map that charted the suwwerz

625 Beneeth the ruwenz ov the Vorsaw getto.
And thare wuz wuns a map that shoed the tunnelz
Beneeth Yerushaﬂiyim tu the Yezreyel vallee.
And thare wuz wuns a text that reveeld the evvolvenz
Frum the Vois on Seniy9 tu the orel Torra.
But all that remaenz ar the nervwayz tu the braen
And haf remember dreemz in the twilite ov owwer day.
For yu hu ar awwaken in this loenlee way
An(l see my foutPrints; kan Yu see ware thay go?
Yu tuu will be marvel how faent ar the traelz
Thru the ruwenz ov EwroPe on the way tu Tzeyone.10
Sol inkwiyer(l all the Sajen wut I kno,
“Tell me, wen ar the sienz, and how will be vizhen?
“Wut will be the See, and ware ar we immersen?”
1 loukt tu tlle see, thay llu woud sPeek,
But the waevz terncl awway, ancl over tlxe tiedz
A SPere it hovverz, in silensez extendz.
O Preesthoud, O Proffets, hav yu lost owwer Vois?
I rememben a saying Reb Yosee:
“We see akkor(ling tu owwer powwer tu abzorb.”
R,al)l)l Sara laat Rute wuz ferst tu venter,
“Wut ar the Bouks ov the Lor
“Thar braken frum owwer Seel and ar loss?”
Then Rabbi Dillen ben Zimmerman repeeten mennee time,
“Waut ar the Bouks ov the Lor
650 “W uns rit but now a blowen in a wind?”

9. Hebrew pronunciation of “Sinai.”
10. Hebrew pronunciation of “Zion.”

%ﬁ; TN AT N T TR N T TR N T TR R T TR R T TR N T TR N T TR N T TR S T TR R T TR ST T TR ST TR LS %

20 ©SMBerer, 2002



675

Stephen M. Berer Amung the Ruwenz ov the Tempel...Reb Yosee

% TN AT N T TR N KT TR N T T TR R AT TR R T TR N T TR N S T TR T TR RS T TR R T TR ST T TR ST TR %

And Rabbi Shlomo Karleebakh serchen the 1anc1,
“Wut ar the Werdz ov the Lor
“Reveeld but nevver rekord?”

And Zalmen ben Sha-uel,
“Hu ar the Proffets thar sPeken even now

“Huze trueth iz not yet liften frum the ruwenz*?”
* Utherz say “silens.”

But Rabbi Yosee se(l,

“Nutlxing evver wuz or will be loss,
«

But oenlee owwer powwer tu open owwer Iy.
“Nutlling iz forgot, and nuthing stayz unherd,

“But waets on a klarefy(l cleziyer ov knowen. 7

Here 1 am, a stu(](]ee, a lissen...

s [ o

u not say, “We hav los the way.”
D But neether say, “It iz SllOI‘ a knowen.”

g [ o

Tﬂn@ M@ssﬂj (Cﬂmcenjez AZ Yu Delivver

eth dreemz an(l merkee thots.

I end eech sentens with a hakking koff.
This werlcl, the wun so dim,

It wuz not so long ago I wanted tu ﬂee:

“I tern(l awway and yet ternd l)ak. ”
Elmallah 11, p. 2

Louking thru the thin and frayen fal)rel{,
A kotten shrowd that bloez in the wind,

It fanz my fase; so thin l)ut so kors.

Deth and its dreemstaets waver like a kurten.

“T dident kum here tu fiend mor luv.”
Elmallah 11, p.9
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But now? Tu retern tu the Divvine Presens...
How kan I go bak allone ennee mor?
‘Withowt my wife? Withowt my sunz?
‘Withowt the luv wunz hu bare my Seel,

“Hu ar woven in the varee fal)rel( ov my llart. 7

Elmallah 15, p.8

I wuz rong, in the dim lite ov Soel,
I, the messijjer misunderstoud
My mishen. I misunderstoud myself .
I am not the messijjer. I am the messij.
“In mennee boddee iz my Seel indwell.”
Harvest ov Nashenz, Part 3

s [ o

S\W@@[L Wolterz

Week gf Lech Lecha
"The unﬁo[y surrounds the ﬁo[y
-- Rebbe Nachman

n

/‘7 hare iz a Pool ov wotter
% And evree day I seeit,
700 Sitting still and kalm
R,eﬂel{ting the shaddoez and liets.

I see it and it kallz tu me:
"Kum dreenk. Defer
"Frum yur (luing a minnem.

"This Momen ammung mennee momen.

"Take a sip and reflek."

A kleer Pool in a l{leering.

Wy du I feel such dout?

Wy du I hezzatate tu go

Tu take the stePs, tu neel,

Tu l{uP my hand and diP it in?

Thare iz a we]l, cleep and silent.

If yu wisper (lown, nuthing reternz;
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If yu sPeek, garl)el(] SOWl’lClZ Wl]_l ekko;
If yu (11‘0P a I‘Ol(, yu heer l)ut a splash.

A deeP well, not far awway.

Wy duz it draw me

Tu lowwer a l)ukket, tu werk the Pullee?
Wy du I not draw frum it?

Iz thare not a tumarro an marro?

Hav I not drunk mennee time?

Iz it not kleen and kleer and refressing?
Iz thare a feer or a lak ov therst?

Thare iz a gergeﬂing l)rouk, not far...

A Path I kno we]l; I see it now,

That 1eedz ammung the russelling l)oushez.
I louk at my woch and I tern...

Evree Path arrownd me overgrowen,
Wen Rel) Arya Z ev, sent l)y Rel) Yosee

Kumz frum l)ellien(l an(l wochez me awile.

Tllen he asks, "Du yu theenk the wotter iz safe?"

"This iz not just wotter

"And yu ar no littel sipper.
"This iz a likker that taerz yur Seel,

"And that iz a mikveh intu Deth-Staets.

"W en (11(1 yu Iast clans nake(l clown tlle street,

"Or Iy konvulsen yur oen vommet?
"Ar yu reddee tu sakrafise yur luv wun, I1zak
"Or tu maek yur bed in a lyon den?"

Then Reb Arya smielz hiz smielz, and askt,
"How ar tlleengz?" and befor I waested
Hiz time, he Ieft; and L1 just marvelld.

Thare iz a Pool, Jeﬂereyen sweet...

s [ o
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